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Answer questions 1 to 3, then choose to answer either question 4(a) or 4(b).

1	 Identify two roles of the Speaker of the Assembly. 	

1.	

2. 	  [4]
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Read the Source below and use it in answering questions 2 and 3.

Source

As with previous Assembly elections, the election in 2022 used the Single 
Transferable Vote method. The DUP, which had been the largest party up to 2022, 
had seen its share of the vote fall by 7% and it lost three MLAs. This meant the 
DUP was no longer the largest party in the Assembly. The internal divisions within 
the Party may have been one factor that contributed to this fall in support.

2	 With reference to the Source and any other relevant material you have studied, 
explain what is meant by the “Single Transferable Vote method”.
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3	 With reference to the Source and any other relevant material you have studied, 
explain three reasons for the decline in the number of Democratic Unionist Party 
MLAs in 2022.	
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Answer either question 4(a) or question 4(b).

Either

4	 (a)	 “A power-sharing Executive Committee simply has not worked in Northern 
Ireland”. Assess this view. [Page 8]	 [25]

or

4	 (b)	 Assess the view that the Assembly has been ineffective in scrutinising the 
Executive. [Page 12]	 [25]
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Either

4	 (a)	 “A power-sharing Executive Committee simply has not worked in Northern 
Ireland”. Assess this view.
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Or

4	 (b)	 Assess the view that the Assembly has been ineffective in scrutinising the 
Executive.
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